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As the increases of complex problems in society and people’s awareness
of these problems raises, a series of social innovation projects have emerged
in communities . This innovation process involving social enterprises, research
institutions, governments, universities, small and medium—sized
enterprises, start ups, and residential groups, collaboratively offer new public
service, and co—create solutions to solve the complex social—economic
—technological problems. This requires the openness of the design process,
design objects, and design subjects. Participatory design is widely penetrated
into the social innovation practice in communities, but the effect of
participatory design on social innovation in communities and their mechanism
of participatory design is unclear.

This research conducts an in—depth analysis of typical cases from social
networks perspective, and mainly answers three research questions: @
Verification of the effectiveness of participatory design in social innovations
of communities; @What is the mechanism of participatory design in  social
innovations of communities; ®How does participatory design play a role
in innovation? And what are the key factors? This research aims to reveal
the laws and key elements of the transformation of social networks into social
innovation networks, expand the types of community building, provide a
theoretical framework and action guidelines for social innovation practitioners
and their application of participatory design, and provide a social foundation
for the construction of an innovative country, and then promote the
development of the overall technology—social innovation system.
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